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The EXAMINER. 





From Monday March 6, to Frivay March 13, 1712. 





Populus per religionem Sacerdotia mandare non poterat. 
| . Cicero pro Lege Agraria, 
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UR firft Reformers diftinguifh’d very well 
_ upon the Primitive unalienable Rights of 
the Chrijtian Church, and took particular 
care to preferve them, when they fhook 
off the Yoke of Rome, and freed the Church 
f England from the many Encroachments and Oppref- 
jons of a Foreign ufurped Power, by bringing Her back 
9 the Protection of the Supremacy, and placing Her 
nder the fame Guardian Care in all Her external Difci- 
line, which Chrifianity ever acknowledg'd in its pu- 
eft State, to be fo confiderable a part of the Office and 
uthority convey’d and made over by God to Religious 
gs and Petentates. They did not intend to diveit the 
hurch of Her purely Spiritual Rights, Her Orders and 
idelibleCharaéter ; but in all their publick Acts, entred 
Salvo or Refervetion for that part of the Ecclefiaftical 
ommiffion, which was apparently Divine: And tho’ 
at ample Mafs of temporal Revenues, Immunities and 
urifdi@ion, which the Conftitution has annex'd to the 
bpiritual Orders of rhe Church, may be juftly pleaded as 
good Reafon for that Dependence they are under, with 
efpect to the Crown and the Legiflature ; yet the Laws 
ere-never fo far mittaken, as to render this Reftraint 
scompatible with the internal Rights ; but where thefe 
re in queftien, the Church may be faidto be fill Inde- 
endent, unlefs upon its great Feander in Heawen. 
We had indeed fome time ago a Sett of Men crept 
to the firft Pofts of the Church, and the Power of 
roftituting her beft Fayours, who not being able to 
raw their Brethren, by Profeflion tho’ not by Brinciple, 
nto the fame. well-laid Defign, which was crattily con- 
erted with the S:are-Engineers ; were refolved to make 
home Puth for accomplifhing the great Ends they had 
nview, by generonfly throwing the whole Collection 
pf Divine Rights, and all the Spirituals they were ever 
old belong’d to the Church, into the fole difpofal of 
he Court : and Jeave them in thofe Hands, with which 
ey were aflur'd they fhould have a conftant Fellow- 
celing and brotherly Correfpondence. The Event has 
broved, that tho’ Fland at in Hand this Defign could 
hot Profper ; and now the Game has mifcarried, none 
ore ready than they to acknowledge thofe Indep: ndent 
Vivine Rights they once queftiond, and to take theltgr 
erthem: As if the Sacred Character, of which they 
land poffefs'd, could give them an Indulgence for In- 
ratitude ; or proteét them in their undutiful Carriage 
owards fo good.a Oxeen, the Nurfiag Moiber of our 
-hurch ; to whom fo many of them owe the Power 
pey enjoy of blackening and difturbing Hergentle Ad- 
iftration ; and by whofe Care and Piety the Chugch 
‘as refcued from Slavery and Ruin : Whilft in Her Bo- 
pm they have grown warm, and muft have funk when- 
ver She fell to the Ground, if. the Meafures of thofe 
fen, whofe Hands they have firengthen’d, and full ad- 
ere to their Intereft in oppofition to their own and 
hat of their Country, had prevailed and arrived at Suc- 
: For, no doubt, when their Votes were become of 
lo more value than their Abilities and Sincerity, they 
ould have been fent back to the dnferior Clergy, whence 
y were taken, only to ferve for a time, as Coadjutors 
0 the Saints in high Places ; who, like Fortune, moft 
ommonly Raife with defign to Level again. 

Time and human Infirmities will give them leave, 
hay they long and freely enjoy that Dedapedens they 
ormerly ridiculed, and fided with thofe who called it in 
ueftion : Let them run the Lengths whjch the Laws of 

Realm and the Righrs of the Church allow to thofe, 
ho will te held by no other Tenure. But fince they 
Dependence is fo great an Evil, they ought to en- 


i 


pourage every one, whio attempts to remove fo much of 


it, as unhappily falls to the Share of the Inferior Clergy ; 
which neither the Laws of God or Man have laid on 
them ; which is no part of their Duty to the Crown, 
and a great Obftruction to the due Exercife of their 
Funétions among the People committed to their Care : 
What 1 would be underftood to point at, is, the pre- 
vailing Cuftom of Popular Elettions to the Preferments of 
the Church ; which fubfitt by no other Right than C#- 
ftom, and that too of no very old Date, not yet arrived 
at Prefcription; and if we may judge of it by the Abufes 
lately crept into this way of Prefenting, we fhall not 
fcruple to call it an intolerable Grievance to the 
Church. 

The London Clergy feel this Impofition in the mof 
fenfible manner ; tho’ of all the Divines in the World 
they beft deferve to have it taken off. I very believe 
no Coriffian Capital under Heaven is fo well fupplicd 
with Spiritual Guides, or has the Truths, which concern 
Eternity, difpenfed to them by Men of greater Abilities, 
more compleatly furnifh’d with all the Arts of Perfwa- 
fion and Arms of Conviction, neceffary to qualifie either 
a fine Orator, or a powerful Polemick ; Men fo exem- 
piary in their Lives, fo indefatigable in the Labour of 
the Pulpit, fo aflidious in the Care of Souls; and whofe 
Learning and Piety render them {0 juftly admired in the 
Fyes of the Reformed abroad, and make them fuch Or- 
naments to Chri/tantty, as fufficiently expofe the Defor- 
mities of Schifm, and the artificial Beauties of Popery. 
But when we confider the weight of thefe Talents, and 
how much Power to do harm any one falfe Brothier or 
rotten Member has within his reach, and that they are 
fet in the midit of Temptations, placed ia the very Heat 
of the Battle berween the two Parties, have the Bait of 
Intereft continually playing before them, are furrounded 
with Dependencies, and expofed to the Frowns and Fa- 
vours of Great Men, turned loofe to a mixture of Con- 
verfation, perplex’d and loaded with an immenfe Quan- 
tity of Printing and Preaching ; and amidft all thefe 
Difficulties are but Men, and Men of like Paffions with 
ws; thefeConfilerations ought, I think, to plead ftrong- 
ly for Spirituai Freedom ; and nothing fhould be neg- 
le&ed, that might take off every Byafs from their Minds, 
exempt them from the Incumbrances of Fear or Par- 
tiality, and the Neceflity or Advantage of foothing and 
flarrering the Vices, ill Principles, or Perfons of the 
Laity ; that they may neither be unwilling or afham’d 
to fpeak Truth, feafonably or unfeafonably, boldly and 
without referve ; but thew every Man his Duty to Ged 
and Man, entire and undifeuifed, and deliver out the Go- 
Jpel to others as freely as themfelves receiv'd it. 

They who infift for Popular Eleétwns by Precedents 
from Antiquity, which never obftruéted the Right cf’ 
Ordination, as fome have weakly or malicioufly infinua- 
ted, ought to purfue the Argument, and:learn fromthe 
Conduét and Experience of Antiquity to reétifie that 
Miftake, and, by the Example of our Forefithers, abo- 
lifh that perniciousCuftom. The Divifions that infefted 
the Primsive Church on this account, were many and 
grievous ; which obliged their Spiritual Governors to 
Jimit that Privilege of the People to a Power of objetling 
ggainft the Perfon nominated, which is full retain’d in our 
Church : But thefe Diffentions were chiefly occafion’d 
by the Affection or Ditlike of the Candidates: .Some 
were tor Apollo, fome for C phas, fome for Alexander, 
and fome for Corfofome. Ours are of a different Na- 
ture; we wrangle about Principles, and not about 
Men ; and Principles, I take it, ought not to be de- 
cided by the Poll, or eitablithd by moft Voices. In the 
Choice we make of a Preacher, the Queftion often is, 
Woat Church? And as the Iue terminates, fo we are 
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underfiodd to hve tarried it either for Ged or for Bat 
my own Church, by drawing a Pa- 
rallel berween our Veffries and the Primittve Elections at 
Chalcedon or Alexandria : Such Strife and Rage are 
unaccountable, where the Difpute is, Who fhall be the 
of our Peace ? If the Porches and ‘Avenues of 

the Temple were heretofore fo juftly purged of Money- 
CBangeFi, and thofe who ay Doves; \ cannot think 
them a proper Receptacle for thofe who Trade with 
the Rights 4 Epifcopacy, or for a Symonanal Mob ; 
neither do | think, if Doves were expelled, that 
Lions and Bears fhould be admirted in theit room, 
and all that Clamour, Violence ami Faétion, which 
fimetimes attertd thefe Aflemblies, be heard fo near 
the Altar, or vex the Holy Spirit that inhabits with- 
in thofe Walls. I know there are Laymen of good 
Senfe, and great Sobriety, fit to — at fuch a Meet- 
ing ; but what is their fingle Voice againft Noife and 
Wuinbers 2 The Populace will have their Chaplain : The 
Blind will chufe their Guide : And when they have fuf- 
ficiently deterr’'d Men of good Learning and obftinate 
Vertues from ftooping to the many Condefcenfions 
they expett, they are reduc’d to a Neceffiry of raking 
the Tool of a Party, and applying to a Phyfician of 
Souls, who is troubled with the fame Diftemper as his 
Patients. Mechanicks may, for all that I know, be good 
udges of Divinity ; at leaft of fach Divinity as fuits 
their Palates and Humours: But if a Body of Cajuifs 
fhould dictate to them in the Government of a Precinét, 
or the Difpofition of a Manufailure, which is yet a 
common Castes as well as Religion, tho’ not of the 
fame Importance; they would think it no final Infringe- 
ment of their Prerogative. It was not unufual, ull 
very lately, for Difenters to crowd the Vijiry upon thefe 
Occafions, and with audacious Solemnity me their 
Votes in aChurch, they did not belong to: But [ hope 
al ze Trial has put an effectual Stop to this evil Cuftom : 
1 thall not examine through what Hands that Iffue pafs'd, 
before it came to be unanimoutly decided in fo equitable 
amanner. | with thofe moderate Divines, who Jean 
fo much to the Caufe of Schif/m, would try to get into 
a Conventicle by the Votes of Churchmen: They might 
doubtlefs have a Majority, if only for the fake of a fair 
Riddance: but if this cannot be expected, why the 
Votes of DijJenters fhonid make a Title to the Church, 
is, I think, never to be accounted for : And how thofe 
Seéls, who deny the Validiry of our Orders, and call them 
Popifh, can approve the Conduét of their Members, in 
chufing Readers of the Liturgy and Livery-Men to the Sur- 
plice,1am not moderate enoughto imaginc. They might 
perhaps be allow’d to conform for their own Intereft ; 
but to conform for the Intereft of others, is infupport- 
able, unprofitable Hipocrifie: A ftrange holy Farce 
this! Where they who never come to Church, thall 
impofe a Ps/for upon thofe, who conftantly attend ir. 
One might imagine, in the way of My:bology, that the 
Sheep met together to chufe their Shepherd ; but it would 
be ridiculous enoagh to fuppofe, that the Wolves came 
alfo and Voted among them. I am very much mifin- 
forin’d, if the Jews have not aflum’d and actually exer- 
cis'd this Right in feveral Parifhes: 1 prefume they 
thought to Shame the Diffenters, but their Fate is to be 
ever difappdinted. 1 know of no Parallel to this Abo- 
mination nearer than Con/fantinple 3 where the poor 
erfecuted Greeks are often oblig’d to accept of a Chri- 
jan Teacher, in vertue of s Mabometan Vrefentation. But 
fuppofe the Poll were never fo regular, and none but 
thofe of the fame Communion admitted to Vote ;_ yet 
ftill the Diffentions that* commonly attend the Choice, 
the Infolence and Triumph of thofe who prevail, and 
the Refentments of thofe who mifs of their Man, which 
are fometimes carry'd on to a Difguft and Pique againft 
the Church ; the Secret Cabals and Battle of Interefts, 
berween Relations and Dependents, the Rich and the 
Poor, thofe in Office and thofe under them, the Traders 
and theit Cuftomers ; all together make fuch a Medly 
of Carnal Prejudice, by no means a proper Judge ina 
Spiritual Caufe, as renders a Refort to fome common 
Umpire very neceffary ; and fuch an Umpire the Croan 
and the Charch have provided, who is the immediate 
Reprefentative of Chri? upon Earth ; tho’ by the pre- 
valence of Cuftom, we have almoft excluded the Mire 
from our Metropolis, and have made many Parithes fo 


far Exira-Epifcop.!, ciat we fcem to be efltirely oBupi; \ 
by Lzy-men and Presbyrers, which is the exaét Ker trie 

the. true Chri/tian Mode!. "7 

Nor is this the wotit of the Cafe; bur there j,, 

other Dependence more Mifchievous than the for. 
which prefles harder upon the Leadon Cersy, and :.. 

a — Injury to their Charaéters: I mean thei; mie 
fiting on Cotettion, a very uncertain and precarious; |. 
come: This is the common Lot of Readersand Letiy-n 
who are now maintain'd like the Charity Boys, and bh». 
their Stipends gather'd, in the fame manner as a 3 
is collected for poor Sufferers by Fire, or for an impiy 
Rubble of foreign,Refugee:. Hence they are-ex od i = 
Burts for the Complaints of every Pragmatical Mri, 
nick: Some lay it to their Charge, that they are: % 
Hot ; others, that they are too Culd; and a Thirds, 

that they are only Lutewarm : They mutt object fon, 
thing whenever they part with their Money, that 4 
Obligation’ may feem the greater. But if Men ha 
itching Ears,and expest a Sermon every Hour, they ous, th 
to givethe Labour Security for his Hire. The unhapy 
Gentlemen, whenever they come into the Pulpit, ¢,fme © 
not venture on fome Subjects, tho’ never fo feafona}|.fim 7" 
nor appear in their own Churches on fome Days, by 
are forc’d to change with their Neighbours: Anj.Jee ™ 
other times, muft give a Turn to every Intruder, ie @ 
leading Parithoner defires ir, when perhaps a bot Hig T 
and a fathous Spiritare the only recommendations. Hye 
far this wretched Dependence has contributed in parisfam 
lar to feveral Irregularities in the folemnizing of th 
To Sacraments, is not fo proper for me to cnquir: G 
Ir better becomes me to lament, than publith thi 
Diforders. There ate indeed, for the Honour of R 
Church, great Numbérs of perverfe good Men, wil \. 
have ftoutly oppos’d thefe Innovations ; and to th 


commendable Perfeverance, which they ought never: / 
rebate, moft of thofe Clamours owe their Rife, while * 
are at prefent the Cant of Parties ; tho’, if they had be, of 


as well Seconded by their Brethren, the foul Mout 
would have been for ever ftop’d, which are now { 
loudly open’d againft them. A hard Fate this, and 
ill Return for the Expence of a liberal Educarion, a 
the Free-offering of themfelves to the Service of G 
and his Church! Whoever truly loves Religiy 
muft be {hock’d at thefé Things: Permit me to fay, wi 
an honeft Zeal; if now fo many new Churches 
about to be erected, fome fpeedy Care be not appl 
to thefe Grievances ; thofe holy Seats may ir time 
into the Hands of fuch Scbifmaticks, as, 1 hear, 
already —— Pofleflion. “But we truft in Her ¥ 
J fy, who has refcu'd fo many of Her Clergy fi 
Poverty, and in the prefent Miniffry, who have ris 
their Mother, the Church, from the Duft; that ty 
will put away this Sorrow from her, and make her 
Glorious, as fhe is Pure in her Self, and Grateful 
her Benefactors. 

I would not be mifunderftood: Iam all along« 
tending for the Rights of the Laiety: <A ftinted! 
venue: annex'd to a ftinted Duty, is the only w7' 
fupprefs all Ambition, Avarice and arbitrary Defi 
in any of the Clergy. Swarms of Mendicants were er 
mott likely to Innovate, and play Tricks wich Religi 
The Diffenting Teachers are an iieick of this kin 
*Tis true, they underftand a Clafs and Synod too wé 
to let the People ele& their Presbyters ; and wherer 
they fettle, they take care to have aconftant Provii 
fet apart for them, under good Securities: But th 
Perquifites and Contributions being altogether pre 
rious, this puts them upon a thoutand Artifices 3 
Ways of Infinuation:. They creep into Houfes anda 
filly Women Captive, are frequent in their Vifits, 2 
fiduous in their Addrefles, undertake to compofe Di? 
rences, are Fudges, Almoners, and Adminiffrators tot 
Followers : They fet Marriages on foot, enter into! 
the Secrets of Families, and by having Men’s Jraé: 
Bufinefs, Reputation and Repofe, in fome degree wit 
in their Power, they keep faft hold of the Purfes #4 
Affections of their People; and then grafp the wh 
Subjtance of Spiritual Tyranny, leaving the Shadus Hise 
it to the Church of England, with which they { 
others in publick, and make merry with it in priv@i wh 
among themfelves, Ro 
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